Great Books I 

Dr. Thompson 

Fall 2008
Paper #1 - The Iliad and Iphigenia at Aulis
This paper is due on Tuesday, September 30, 11:59 p.m., by email attachment to thompson@pepperdine.edu.  

The purpose of this paper is to let you further explore some discussion issues raised in class.  You need not do any research, in fact, it may be distracting to do so.  Instead, you should try to give a clear and complete answer to the question by citing important passages in The Iliad and Iphigenia at Aulis and interpreting them.  Both works must contribute to your writing. 

Choose one of the following options. 

1.  What is the heroic ideal of behavior in The Iliad and Iphigenia at Aulis?  Consider valor, leadership, honor, shame, pity, brotherhood, as well as any other concepts that enter into this ideal.  Don't try to talk about all of them at the same length, but focus on the important and essential one(s).  Be specific.  Show how the ideal is embodied in the important characters in different ways and the different ways they depart from the ideal. 

2.  What is tragedy in The Iliad and Iphigenia at Aulis?  Consider pride, anger, delusion, destiny, as well as any other elements you believe enter into this concept.  Compare the various tragic figures to illustrate the complexity of this concept.  Again:  focus and be specific. 

3.  What is the relation between gods and mortals in these two works?  How are they alike and different in terms of their personalities, their power, and their destinies.  What do they owe to each other, if anything?  What control do they have over each other, if any? 

4.  Choose your own topic that bridges the two works.  For example, you may wish to pursue a discussion of the nature of courage vs. free will, i.e. is one courageous if acting without apparent freedom of choice?  You must receive prior approval for this option by 5 p.m., Friday, September 26. 

Use appropriate examples and quotations, and make sure you explain all quotations.  Also, it is important that you not simply generalize; rather, you must cite passages as concrete evidence for your beliefs.  Make sure your textual examples are appropriate, plentiful, various, and well-ordered.  Your paper should show unity, fullness, discernment, complexity, and spirit.  The first paragraph should state your thesis and then use the remaining five plus pages to support and argue its veracity.  Each paragraph of the work should make a clear connection back to the thesis.  This paper should mirror the shared inquiry approach that is used in class – i.e. it should state a claim and then use the text to argue the position.   It should make its entire case as a function of explaining the meaning of well chosen text from the two works.  

The paper should be at least six pages long and should be double spaced, using a 12-point Times New Roman font.  Place the title at the top of the first page.  Use one-inch margins.  Use third person only.  Affix your 8 digit university identification number to the back of the last page. Do not put your name on the paper. Edit your paper carefully; in fact, it is always a good idea to ask someone else to proofread one final time before handing it in (and then make corrections).  Check for spelling, punctuation, and clear content.  Be sure that your format for citing sources is accurate, namely, when making a citation, use the form (Iliad 7.340).  If you've mentioned Homer (i.e., the author) already in the sentence, then the reference need only contain the book and line numbers, viz. (22.135). The Works Cited section should on a separate page at the end of your paper (and does NOT count as one of the six pages), listing each of the works via the format: 

<Author>. <Title>. Trans. <Translator Name>. <Publisher City>: <Publisher>, <Year>. 

Review the MLA Manual from Purdue or the documentation from the University of Wisconsin for instructions on formatting your paper.   Make sure you check on the correct style for quoting poetry/drama, either within a paragraph or in a block of lines.
I will read and return rough drafts, sent electronically and anonymously, if they come to me by 11:59 p.m., September 29. 

This paper counts 25% toward your course grade.

