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ARTICLE 12
"I BELIEVE IN LIFE EVERLASTING"

1523-1525 1020 The Christian who unites his own death to that of Jesus
views it as a step towards him and an entrance into everlasting life.
When the Church for the last time speaks Christ's words of pardon
and absolution over the dying Christian, seals him for the last time
with a strengthening anointing, and gives him Christ in viaticum
as nourishment for the journey, she speaks with gentle assurance:

Go forth, Christian soul, from this world ~
in the name of God the almighty Father,
who created you,
in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God,
who suffered for you,
in the name of the Holy Spirit,
who was poured out upon you.
Go forth, faithful Christian!

May you live in peace this day,
may your home be with God in Zion,
with Mary, the virgin Mother of God,
with Joseph, and all the angels and saints. . . .

May you return to [your Creator]
who formed you from the dust of the earth.
May holy Mary, the angels, and all the saints
come to meet you as you go forth from this life. . . .
May you see your Redeemer face to face. . . .589
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I. THE PARTICULAR JUDGMENT

1021 Death puts an end to human life as the time open to either
accepting or rejecting the divine grace manifested in Christ.590The
New Testamentspeaks of judgment primarily in its aspect of the
final encounter with Christ in his second coming, but also repeat-
edly affirms that each will be rewarded immediately after death in

679 accordance with his works and faith. The parable of the poor man
Lazarus and the words of Christ on the cross to the good thief, as
well as other New Testament texts speak of a final destiny of the
soul-a destiny which can be different for some and for others.591

1022 Each man receives his eternal retribution in his immortal
393 soul at the very moment of his death, in a particular judgment that

589 OCF, Prayer of Commendation.
590 Cf.2 Tim 1:9-10.
591 Cf. Lk 16:22; 23:43; Mt 16:26; 2 Cor 5:8; Phi/1:23; Heb 9:27; 12:23.
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refers his life to Christ: either entrance into the blessedness of
heaven-through a purification592 or immediately,593-or imme-
diate and everlasting damnation.594

At the evening of life, we shall be judged on our love.595 1470

II. HEAVEN

1023 Those who die in God's grace and friendship and are
perfectly purified live for ever with Christ. They are like God for 954
ever, for they "see him as he is," face to face:596

Byvirtue of our apostolic authority, we define the following:
According to the general disposition of God, the souls of all
the saints. . . and other faithful who died after receiving
Christ's holy Baptism (provided they were not in need of
purification when they died, . ..or, if they then did need or
will need some purification, when they have been purified
after death,...) already before they take up their bodies again
and before the general judgment - and .thissince the Ascen-
sion of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ into heaven - have
been, are and will be in heaven, in the heavenly Kingdom
and celestial paradise with Christ, joined to the company of
the holy angels. Since the Passion and death of our Lord Jesus
Christ, these souls have seen and do see the divine essence
with an intuitive vision, and even face to face, without the
mediation of any creature.597

1024 This perfect lifewith the Most Holy Trinity -this commun-
ion of life and love with the Trinity, with the Virgin Mary, the
angels and all the blessed - is called "heaven." Heaven is the 260,326
ultimate end and fulfillment of the deepest human longings, the 2794,1718
state of supreme, definitive happiness.

1025 To live in heaven is "to be with Christ." The elect live "in
Christ,"598but they retain, or rather find, their true identity, their 1011
own name.599

For life is to be with Christ; where Christ is, there is life, there
is the kingdom.6oo

592 Cf. Council of Lyons IT(1274): DS 857-858; Council of Florence (1439): DS
1304-1306; Council of Trent (1563): DS 1820.

593 Cf. Benedict XU, Benedietus Deus (1336): DS 1000-1001; John xxn, Ne super
his (1334): DS 990.

594 Cf. Benedict XU, Benedietus Deus (1336): DS 1002.
595 St. John of the Cross, Diehos 64.
596 1 In 3:2; d. 1 Cor 13:12; Rev 22:4.
597 Benedict XU, Benedictus Deus (1336): DS 1000; d. LG 49.
598 Phi/1:23; d. In 14:3; 1 Thess 4:17.
599 Cf. Rev 2:17.
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