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The student will have a chronological and historical introduction to art and architecture.

The student will attend lectures illustrated with a wide selection of quality digital images, slides, videos, DVD’s, CD-ROMS, and virtual visits via the World Wide Web.

The student will read appropriate assignments in art history textbooks and journals.

The student will take several midterms and a final, each comprised of slide identifications,

definitions of art historical terminology, and essay questions.

The student will have an understanding of the intrinsic aspects of art and architecture.

The student will gain a knowledge of materials and media (such as oils, acrylics, wood panels, 

canvass, bronze, marble, steel, ferroconcrete, etc.).

The student will acquire an appreciation for the challenges and benefits that each material and

medium presents (such as the difficulty of watercolors, the complex process of the lost wax technique, the serendipity of the raku ware process, etc.).

The student will learn about process (brushstrokes, glazing, firing, casting, welding, construction) 

The student will learn about technological developments and how they affected art and

architecture (such as synthetic paints in tubes, pre-cast architectural elements, printing processes that permitted mass distribution of artworks, etc.).

The student will understand elements of composition, texture, color, line, perspective, modeling.

The student will learn about costs (acrylic versus oil, wood versus steel, etc.).

The student will have an understanding of the extrinsic aspects of art and architecture.

The student will learn about symbolism and iconography.

The student will learn to “read” artworks and buildings to see how they reflect the cultures in

which they were created (religion, politics, philosophy, technology, literature, music, social issues)

The student will study the lives of artists and architects to learn how their lives affected their

artistic products and, in turn, how their artistic products affected the lives of those who experienced/viewed them.

The student will learn about the changing role of the artist through time, from “decorator” to

social activist.  

The student will learn to place an artwork or a building in its cultural context.

The student will learn to express his/her knowledge of art and architecture in verbal and written form.

All art history exams will include essay sections in which students are asked to analyze and

critique information and works of art and architecture.

The student will visit museums and architectural sites and write reports of their experiences in

proper art historical format.

In certain art history courses, the student will research an art historical issue or problem and

write a formal research paper.

The student will engage in in-class discussions of art and architecture.

In certain art history courses, students will make formal presentations of their research papers.

The student will learn about career opportunities in art history and arts-related fields.

Class discussions and readings will explore how art history can be used in fields such as teaching,

conservation, restoration, archaeology, marine archaeology, museums, galleries, auction houses, and corporate investing.

The student will learn an interdisciplinary approach to combine their interests in art history with

other fields (for example, an interest in linguistics might be applied to deciphering ancient texts, or an interest in chemistry might be applied to protecting and preserving national monuments).  

The student will learn how art is used in professional fields such as psychology (psychoanalysis,

art therapy), law enforcement (forensics), and business (investment).

The student will be offered opportunities to serve as interns in art and art-related fields.  

Art History courses are writing intensive.  In Art History courses,

The student will use writing to improve learning of subject matter and promote the development of

critical thinking.

The student will learn discipline-specific ways of thinking and communicating, including writing

skills important for continuing study in the discipline, for careers, and for communicating discipline-specific knowledge to audiences outside the discipline.

The student will improve writing processes, develop effective strategies for generating ideas,

gathering information, drafting, revising, and editing.

The student will become a life-long active participant in community cultural events.

The student will visit at least one museum, gallery, or architectural site each term (some courses

require five and six such visits) and learn the tools to maximize both the learning and the enjoyment connected with a museum or site visit.

The student will read about current art issues such as NEA and NEH funding for the arts.

The student will learn the importance of supporting and fostering the arts and the vital role that the

arts play in all our lives.

