English Major
Goals

1. Acquire a knowledge of English and American literature, including significant works, authors, genres, backgrounds, influences, critical theories, and the contributions of women and underrepresented groups.
2. Develop the skills of close reading; students will be able to analyze complex texts, explaining their own readings and examining with open-mindedness differing interpretations.
3. Become proficient writers and speakers in order to enter a variety of academic and professional careers.

4. Practice critical thinking skills and open their minds to know ideas through reading, writing, classroom discussions, and oral arguments and presentations.

5. Learn research and library skills including how to use appropriate technology for research, writing, and oral presentations.

6. Develop a working knowledge of rhetorical, composition, and linguistic theory as applicable to the production of analysis of written and oral texts.

7. Explore, through literature and writing, their own spiritual, moral, and ethical standards and the parallel standards of the society in which they live.

8. Develop greater understanding of language, literature, and culture through participation in an international program.

9. Develop responsibility for their own intellectual and aesthetic development.

10. Prepare for careers and graduate or professional study where they can apply the skills of textual analysis, critical thinking, and effective written and oral communication.
Objectives

1. Demonstrate a survey-level knowledge of English and American literature, including the contributions of women and underrepresented groups.

2. Demonstrate and in-depth knowledge of selected writers, movements, and genres.
3. Apply techniques of close, analytical reading in explications of written texts.
4. Identify major literary movements and genres and apply that knowledge in the interpretation of texts.

5. Apply critical theories in the analysis of texts.

6. Demonstrate mastery of various types of writing for multiple audiences and purposes—including argumentative essays, critical/interpretative essays, reviews, and extended, documented research reports.

7. Demonstrate proficiency in generation, mechanics, style, editing, and revision of written compositions.

8. Define an area and problem of research and make an extended, documented argument, locating and evaluating source material and using MLA format correctly for citation.

9. Demonstrate critical thinking, appropriate research skills, and uses of technology in written and oral presentations.

10. Apply principles of rhetorical and composition theory in the analysis and production of written and oral texts.

11. Demonstrate knowledge of the basic structure of language, language diversity, first and second language acquisition, the composing process, and the history of the English language.

12. Develop and articulate a reasoned defense of their own value judgements about literature.

13. Articulate in exit interviews the reading habits and cultural pursuits they have initiated on their own—or new interests and insights that they have developed as a result of their studies, international programs, or other structured learning experiences.

14. Demonstrate career preparation through participation in career or graduate study workshops, professional organizations, internships, contact with mentors, etc.
