Journalism Major
Goals

1. Develop skills in analytical and critical thinking.
2. Develop skills in finding and analyzing information from a variety of sources.

3. Be able express themselves clearly and concisely.

4. Be able to create compelling written narratives, relying on a variety of sources.

5. Gain visual design capabilities to create and appreciate visual images and manage the design process of a variety of printed and online media.

6. Develop a strong ethical sense of values and be able sort through complex issues to reach rational, defensible positions.

7. Understand the concept of audience and how to communicate to complex, multicultural audiences in a variety of settings using appropriate written means.

8. Develop an orientation of service to others.

9. Examine their value system and set high standards and values that reflect the best of professional journalism.

10. Develop an understanding of and appreciation for the historic role of journalism in American society.

Objectives

1. Gather information (report/research) for newspaper, magazine and on-line news stories on a variety of complex topics and issues using primary sources, secondary sources and interviews.
2. Write printed newspaper and magazine news stories that are concise, fair, accurate and objective.
3. Write engaging articles on issues, personalities and cultural events for newspapers and magazines.

4. Report and write news and news analysis of stories reflecting the complexity of America’s political, governmental and social service environment.

5. Edit and design (printed and online) newspaper and magazine pages, including—but not limited to—editing articles, writing headlines and captions, and using appropriate design software to produce completed pages containing articles, headlines, captions, photos and other graphic elements.

6. Successfully edit the work of others and provide constructive feedback leading to an improved article or page design.

7. Shoot and develop still photos using traditional, scan and digital technology that effectively communicate to newspaper, magazine and on-line audiences.

8. Implement in the classroom and co-curricular work a decision-making capability that reflects the highest ethical values and Christian values, and reflects an understanding of the various codes of ethics of professional journalism societies.

9. Demonstrate an understanding of First Amendment law and policy and its theoretical and practical application in the media.

10. Demonstrate leadership capabilities in the communication field through effective editorial service on a Pepperdine printed publication, or through a successful internship with a leading newspaper or magazine in Southern California.

11. Participate in at least one service learning project related to communication and its role in society.
