Master of Arts in History
Goals

1. Continue to develop historical knowledge of and respect for the American culture and heritage, and if they choose, for the culture and heritage of other regions (Latin America, Europe, Asia).
2. Value the distinctiveness of history as a discipline and learn how to think historically.

3. Develop abilities in the context of historical thinking that will equip them for and enrich their personal, civic, and professional lives.  These abilities will include clear oral and written communication, analytical thinking and critical reading, respect for other cultures in different times and different places, and historical curiosity.

4. Be prepared to succeed in a doctoral program in history if they so choose.
Objectives

1. Identify the major periods, ideas, and significant figures and events in human history, with particular emphasis on their chosen course of study.
2. Think historically, that is they will identify origins and casual factors, trace change and continuity, explain issues in relation to particular historical contexts, and make thoughtful connections between past and present.
3. Trace the development of historical writing, identify major philosophies and interpretations of history, including a Christian perspective, and appreciate the role of the history professional in human society.

4. Identify significant historical interpretations of the subject matter for each of their chosen courses.

5. Write clearly and effectively in a variety of genres: literature review, book review, narrative history based on historical evidence, critical essays.  Consistently format their written communication in the predominant style of the discipline (Chicago Manual).

6. Craft and defend a coherent and persuasive argument, both in written and oral form.

7. Find, evaluate and use historical sources (information) in traditional forms (books, journals, bibliographic aids, microform, etc.) and on the Internet.

8. Successfully synthesize major themes of their course of study in a comprehensive exam.

9. Choose one of two options based on individual assessment of their preparation of their future goals: 1. Write and orally defend a Masters thesis based on extensive primary research. OR 2. Critically read 32 books in European and American history, writing reviews and orally defending their understanding of the content and interpretations of each one.

10. Conduct research and writing in an ethical manner, approaching sources and crafting arguments with virtues such as honesty, compassion, courage, and fairness.

11. Seek opportunities to extend and use their historical knowledge outside the classroom by activities such as visiting museums and historical sites, reading books of historical significance, serving their community, participating in discussions of public policy, and identifying the uses and misuses of history in public rhetoric.
