Sociology Major
Goals

1. Develop the ability to comprehend, analyze, synthesize and apply factual data.
2. Cultivate an understanding of how societies work and how they are shaped by social structures and forces.

3. Develop an appreciation for the impact of race, age, class, and gender upon social life.

4. Prepare for advanced studies in sociology, anthropology, social work, and related fields.

5. Prepare for a life of service, consistent with a Christian mission.

6. Develop an understanding of the nature, strengths, and limitations of the scientific method as it applies to sociology.
Objectives

1. Know the major theoretical paradigms and major theorists in sociology.
2. Be able to illustrate his/her understanding and appreciation of the sociological imagination and demonstrate skills in asking sociological questions.
3. Be able to apply the sociological imagination and sociological principles to his/her own life.

4. Be able to formulate hypotheses and propose methods for testing these hypotheses.

5. Understand how sociology differs from and is similar to other social sciences, and give examples of these differences.

6. Understand how sociology contributes to liberal arts understanding of social reality.

7. Understand the critical role of empirical evidence in sociological attempts to understand societies.

8. Understand basic methodological approaches and understand the strengths and weaknesses of each.

9. Understand the reciprocal relationship between the individual and society—how the self develops and how social and structural factors influence individual behavior and the self’s development.

10. Understand diversity in societies and the implications of that diversity.

11. Develop values, such that the student will see the importance of reducing the negative effects of social inequality, be aware of (and minimize) bias, and see the importance of truthful reporting of research findings, respecting subjects who participate in studies, and other such ethical issues in sociological research.

12. Effectively communicate both orally and in writing.
