Speech Major
Goals

1. Develop a rhetorical perspective.
2. Understand that rhetoric is the queen of the liberal arts.

Objectives

1. Understand the key classical rhetorical theories.
2. Understand the key contemporary rhetorical theories.

3. Understand the five fundamental rhetorical schools of thought: Sophistic, Platonic, Aristotelian, Ciceronian and Enlightenment traditions.

4. Be able to apply these foundational traditions to contemporary rhetorical theories to recognize and identify and analyze their philosophic and rhetorical assumptions.

5. Understand the relationship between rhetoric and democracy.

6. Refine skills in the key canons of rhetoric.

7. Develop rhetorical critical abilities.

8. Understand the key contexts of communication.

9. Develop rhetorical perspectives in all contexts of communication.

10. Understand ethical concepts of rhetoric, including Christian perspectives.

11. Write a critical analysis of a rhetorical text.

12. Be able to use the MLA manual.

13. Write an advanced research paper.

14. Be able to use and analyze arguments.

15. Understand the historical development of rhetoric and the liberal arts throughout western history.

16. Understand the indigenous rhetorical practices that lie outside traditional rhetorical theory.

17. Understand the various postmodern theories of rhetoric: feminist, Marxist, rhetoric of human sciences, and Christian.
