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Executive Summary  

We have extensive experience in conducting a one-day workshop on “Personal Stories of Faith,” designed to meet the following objectives for participants:  1) to become better acquainted with colleagues, 2) to explore personal stories as a means of articulating the integration of faith and vocation, and 3) to begin to develop personal stories of faith and vocation. 

In order to accomplish these objectives, the workshop includes two components.  The first component includes completion of the following activities prior to the workshop:  a vocational discernment and action survey, several readings on vocation, and a reflective essay designed to help participants think about the path of their own vocational calling.   The second component includes a one-day workshop experience focusing on how one defines vocation, how one discerns one’s calling, and an exploration of the barriers to living out one’s vocational calling.

Pre-Workshop Schedule

Prior to the workshop day itself, we will send each participant a 20-minute vocation survey that we have developed and administered at Pepperdine University and other institutions.  This instrument covers the following topics: definitions of vocation, personal experiences of vocation, mentoring, barriers to vocational discernment and action, and sacrifices associated with living out one’s vocation. We will provide a detailed analysis of the results of this survey when we convene the workshop.  

After participants have completed the survey, we will provide a reading list covering meditational, scriptural, and scholarly writings on vocation.  For example, we have used several readings for past workshops, including works by Frederick Buechner, Michael Himes, and Suzanne Farnham.  Along with this set of readings, we will provide writing prompts to guide participants in creating essays that describe their vocational journeys.  In the past, we have asked participants to write about such things as major turning points along their vocational journey, moments of crisis or confusion as well as moments of joy, and experiences that have either affirmed or shaken their sense of calling.  Each person will complete their essay and submit it to us electronically prior to the workshop.  The purpose of this writing assignment is to help participants gain a deeper and more personal understanding of the reading material and to encourage personal self-reflection about vocation that will ultimately enable them to assist others in their vocational quests.  In addition, this writing assignment will help deepen Christian community among the workshop participants as they share their own vocational journeys and learn about the journeys of colleagues during the one-day workshop.  

With all of the survey results and reflective writing samples in hand, we will then conduct the workshop, having a rich perspective on the makeup of the participant group.  This will help create a robust workshop experience that will allow us to facilitate a rewarding day for all.  

Workshop Schedule

The workshop itself will focus on defining vocation, vocational discernment, and barriers to vocational discernment and action, according to the following sample schedule:

9:00-10:30 
Summary of Vocation Survey Results 

      
Sharing of Stories – Part 1

10:30-10:45
Break

10:45-11:45
Sharing of Stories – Part 2

11:45-12:15
Emerging Themes from Personal Stories

12:15-1:15
Lunch

1:15-2:30
Vocation Definition & Discernment
2:30-2:45
Break

2:45-4:00
Vocational Mentoring & Barriers

4:00-4:15
Workshop Conclusion

Appendices

Attached are CV’s for Thompson and Miller-Perrin as well as copies of a sample presentation.  In addition, a copy of a research paper on vocational discernment and action, recently submitted for publication, is attached. 

